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Summer 2021: Mart and MUSE are organising a special project by Steve McCurry focusing on the mountain theme. With his powerful and decisive style McCurry is one of the most famous and best loved contemporary photographers. His photos tell of wars, ancient traditions and contemporary cultures and have become fully fledged icons of our time. 
Working together for the first time, these two Trentino museums are organising a great exhibition at the historic Palazzo delle Albere venue. In Trento, until 19 September.


Palazzo delle Albere, the Mart-MUSE link

From the end of the 1980s until 2010 Renaissance Palazzo delle Albere was Mart’s first base. Its historic frescoed rooms have hosted a great many exhibitions and supplied a stable home for paintings and sculptures, some of which have been loaned or donated, including work by Hayez, Bonazza, Disertori, Malfatti and Vallorz. 

In recent years, the building has been managed by Trento’s MUSE, after its opening in July 2013 right here in the Albere quarter which the building itself was named after. 
The MUSE programme has extended the museum’s range to encompass dialogue between nature and science and the humanities (philosophy, art, literature, music and theatre). 
It is this interaction which led, from 2019 onwards, to a calendar of exhibitions, shows and initiatives capable of interweaving past, present and future and taking on highly topical themes: the man-forest relationship, the challenges of the Anthropocene and the science-philosophy relationship.

Since December 2019 MUSE’s exhibitions at the Palazzo have been accompanied by a number of exhibitions organised by Mart within the context of increasingly close partnership. It is on this cultural basis that the intention to launch this historic building and the area around it together has taken shape. 

The first step in this process is this Steve McCurry exhibition whose evocative visual exploration fits into the work of both Trentino museums: art, photography and aesthetics on one hand, mountains, anthropology and climate change on the other. 

From an idea by Vittorio Sgarbi and Gabriele Accornero, the exhibition is being organised with Sudest57, an Italian agency which represents the greatest international photographers. It is being curated by Biba Giacchetti, founder of Sudest57, and Denis Isaia, Mart’s curator.


The exhibition 

Because travelling and deepening the knowledge of different cultures  
give me joy and a never ending strength
Steve McCurry 

In Trento a novel project tells the story of Steve Mccurry’s extraordinary career. 
Devoted to mountain lands and peoples, Terre Alte – Highlands – is a journey through the world's high altitudes places. Afghanistan, Tibet, Mongolia, Japan, Brazil, Burma and then the Philippines, Morocco and Yemen tell of the symbiosis between peoples, animals and landscapes in accordance with the McCurry expressive trademark which has made him one of the world's best loved photographers.

In a two floor trajectory, 130 photos describe the appeal of the mountains, their proud peoples, poignant landscape beauties and enchanting silences. 
The images document the spirit of the peaks, their sacred nature and the visions and vitality of life in extreme conditions with unprecedented power. 
The exhibition is supplemented by the Icons Room in which Steve McCurry’s career is summed up in eleven of his best known photographs. These include the famous 1984 Afghan girl portrait with her magnetic gaze.

Terre Alte immortalises the enchantment of a work of art – nature’s – made up of sublimely beautiful landscapes inhabited with irrepressible determination by ‘mountain peoples’. What emerges powerfully is the equilibrium of the styles of life of peoples accustomed to co-existing with two opposites, danger and opportunity. 
The images – some of which are on show for the first time – testify to McCurry’s untiring desire to explore, discover and reveal the world. It is a life devoted to boundless landscapes, dilated time, silences which envelop the spirit, conjuring up historic traditions and contemporary cultures. Narrating high lands suspended halfway between sky and earth captures the harmony between landscapes, human beings and animals which are still resisting, highlighting their fragility. 

The exhibition is also designed to prompt thinking about climate and anthropological change and cultural decolonisation. McCurry’s work exhibits a political spirit throughout, as well as an environmental and pacifist vein and a profound humanitarian commitment recognisable, in particular, in his representation of less well known and ignored cultures. Alongside his photographic work, McCurry promotes literacy and empowerment projects amongst poorer communities. Because, as he himself has said: ‘The story of what happened in these places becomes part of your own story.’

Biography (curated by Sudest57)

For around 30 years now Steve McCurry has been considered one of the most authoritative voices of contemporary photography. His skill in using colour and the tangible empathy and humanity in his photos have made them unforgettable. His work has been chosen for magazine and book covers and he has published a range of books and exhibited a great many times all over the world.

Born in the suburbs of Philadelphia, in 1950, McCurry studied film and history at Pennsylvania State University before working for a local newspaper. After many years working freelance, he travelled to India for the first of many trips there. With little more than one backpack for his clothes and one for his film, he set out across the subcontinent, exploring the country with his camera. After many months of travel he crossed the border into Pakistan. There he met a group of Afghan refugees who enabled him to enter the country covertly at a time in which Russian occupation had closed its borders to Western journalists. In traditional dress and with a long beard, McCurry spent weeks with the mujahideen  and showed the world the first images of the war in Afghanistan, finally matching a human face to the newspaper headlines. 
Since then McCurry has continued to take breathtaking photos across all six continents. His work has told of wars, disappearing cultures, ancient traditions and contemporary cultures, keeping the human story centre stage at all times, and it is this which made his most famous photo, of the Afghan girl, so powerful.

McCurry has won some of photography's most prestigious awards, including the Robert Capa Gold Medal, the National Press Photographers award and the top world Press Photo award four times. He has been nominated knight of the Ordre des Arts et des Lettres by the French Culture Ministry and, more recently, the London Royal Photographic Society awarded him a Centenary Medal for Lifetime Achievement.

McCurry has published many books including The Imperial Way (1985), Monsoon (1988), Portraits (1999), South Southeast (2000), Sanctuary (2002), The Path to Buddha: A Tibetan Pilgrimage (2003), Steve McCurry (2005), Looking East (2006), In the Shadow of Mountains (2007), The Unguarded Moment (2009), The Iconic Photographs (2011), Untold: The Stories Behind the Photographs (2013), From These Hands: A Journey Along the Coffee Trail (2015), India (2015), Leggere (2016), Afghanistan (2017), Una Vita Per Immagini (2018), Animals (2019), In Search of Elsewhere (2020).




Palazzo delle Albere
Via Roberto da Sanseverino, 43, Trento 
Monday - Friday 10 am to 6 pm
Saturday and Sunday 10 am to 7 pm

Prices
Full price €7 
Reduced rate €5
Free for the under 14s and the disabled
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